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Eung von cac 10¢ nguon Cham, Gia Rai, E Dé va Ra Glai, Chu Ru la mot trong
ndm cong dong nguot nor ngon ngir Nam Dao, nhom Malayd - Polinédi trén linh tho
Viét Nam. Von 1a mot bo phin din cu cua Vuong quc Cham Pa ¢6 dai, cu tru o vung
kho han ven bién mien Trung, nguot Chu Ru da timg bude di doi Ién mién nai Nam
Tay Nguyveén va dinh cu lau dai 0 do. Tén goi Chu Ru: nhirng ngudi “xam dat” ciing bat
nguon tr ddy. Deén nay, dai bo phin nguoi Chu Ru da cu ty t@ap trung ln.n cao nguyen
Lam Vién. phia dong tinh Lam Dong, chi con khoang dudi 10% déin sO van sinh song
o khu vue Ninh Thudn, Binh Thuan.

Ngum Chu Ru dinh cu, dinh canh tr(‘)ng lta nude 1a chinh. Viée san bin, hai lugm
van con la hoat dong thuong xuyén. Dong bao cling biét dan lat cac do dung gia dinh
bang mdy tre, tu rén cdc cong cu san xuat va ¢0 cac lang noi tiéng vé n;,hg gom, nghé
dic nhan bac. Trong sinh hoat, nguot Chu Ru van bao ton nét van hoa truyén thong tin
ngudng nguyén thuy vai niém tin ton 2ido “van vat hiru linh™. Dac biét, e bat chong
la nét van hoa doc dao cho dén nay van duge duy tri ¢ te ngudi nay.

Dé gop phan bao ton, gin gilr va phat huy ban sac van hoa dan toc cung la bo sung
vao bo sach anh 54 dan toc Viét Nam, Nha xuat ban Thong tan bién soan xudt ban
cubn sach anh * ‘Nguoi Chu Ru o Viét Nam™. Qua nhirng hinh anh phan anh trén nhi¢u
phuong dién tir nguon gbc va phan bo dén cu, buon lang, nha o, nbuon song, trang
phuc, 1€ hoi cho dén phong tuc tap quan, cudn sach s¢ ph.m nao khic hoa nét van hoa
sinh dong, doc dao o toe nguoi Chu Ru, ké ca déu an tir cac dam dai trong lich surma
ho da kinh qua.

Hy vong cudn sach sé cung cdp thong tin, tr li¢u bo ich va ly tha cho doe gia.

Xin tran trong gidi thi¢u cuon sach cung ban doc.
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Along with the ethnic Cham, Gia Rai, E De and Ra Glai peoples, the Chu Ru are
one of five communities speaking the Austronesian language (of the Malayo - Polyne-
sian language group) in the territory of Vietnam. The Chu Ru were originally a residential
part of the ancient Champa Kingdom, residing in the arid region in the Central Coast of
Vietnam. They have gradually moved to the southern mountains area of the Central High-
lands and permanently settled here.

The name “Chu Ru”, which means the “land invaders” also originated there. To date,
the majority of the Chu Ru have resided in Lam Vien Plateau in the eastern part of Lam
Dong Province. Only about 10% of them still live in Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan provinces.

The Chu Ru settled and mainly grow wet rice. Hunting and gathering remain regular
activities. They know how to make household appliances from rattan and bamboo and
forge production tools. They have famous villages of pottery and silver casting crafts.
In daily life, the Chu Ru still preserve cultural traditions of primitive beliefs, with religious
belief of “animism”. Especially, their unique custom of catching a husband is still being
kept.

To preserve and promote the national cultural identities as well as continue the series
of pictorial books about the 54 ethnic groups of Vietnam, the Vietnam News Agency
Publishing House has compiled the pictorial book “The Chu Ru in Vietnam". Through
the images that reflect many aspects, from the origin and distribution of population, the
villages, the means of subistence, clothes, festivals to customs, the book will portray the
lively and unique culture of the Chu Ru ethnic group, including the milestones in history
that they have experienced.

We hope the book will provide useful and interesting information to readers

We sincerely hope that you enjoy reading the book.

VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY PUBLISHING HOUSE
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ORIGIN AND POPULATION DISTRIBUTION




Nguc‘ri Chu Ru ¢ Viét Nam con dugce viét va goi la Cru hay Cho Ru, Chau,
Kru. Céc tén goi nay déu c6 nghia la “xdm dar - chi cu dan tir noi khac di doi dén
noi so tai. Nhimg toc ngudi can cu lai goi ho la Ca Do, Ko Du, Pnong Cham (nguoi
Cham & mién nai).

Cho dén thang 4-2009, cong dong ngudi Chu Ru ¢ Viét Nam da c6 t6i 19.314
nhan khau. Riéng & pham vi Tay Nguyén, con s6 lén dén 18.656 nguoi, chiém trén
90% dan s6 Chu Ru. Nguoi Chu Ru sinh séng chu yéu o phia dong tinh Lam Pong,
so con lai cu tri & mién tay hai tinh Ninh Thuan va Binh Thuan.

Trén dat Lam Pong, nguoi Chu Ru la lang giéng gan giii v&i nguoi Co Ho, ngudi
Ma. Tai Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan, ho la lang giéng cua ngudi Cham va Raglai. Dia
ban phan bd dan cu cua nguoi Chu Ru ciing rat gan va dé dang tiép xuc voi ngudi
Viét. Vé co ban, nguoi Chu Ru 1a mot cong dong ngon ngir - van hoa thong nhat,
chua hinh thanh cac nhém dia phuong. Riéng nhom Chu Ru ¢ xa Lac Xuan, phia
dong huyén Bon Duong (Lam Déng) séng ké can vai nguoi Co Ho, c6 quan hé mat
thiét véi nhom Co Ho lang giéng vé mat tdc ngudi nén ho noéi theo tieng Co Ho
thudc nhoém ngon ngir Mon - Khome, dong Nam A.

Cho dén nay, van chua biét duoc thoi gian nao nhom cu dan noi ngon ngr Cham
da phan ly vo1 cong d(")ng géc cua minh, gia tir khu vuc ven bién mién Trung, di Ién
cao nguyén mién Tay, mic nhién tré thanh ngudi Chu Ru. Rat ¢6 thé qua trinh ay
dién ra trong khoang thé ky XV dén thé ky XVII, cing vé&i qua trinh virong tridu
Cham Pa lui dan vé phia nam song Pa Réng cho dén Phan Rang. Ciing chua ro tir
bao gio, dai bo phan toc ngudi Chu Ru tap trung ¢ thung ling Pran trén cao nguyén



The Chu Ru people in Viét Nam have been called Cru, Cho Ru, Chau, and Kru.
These names mean “migrators” — or residents from elsewhere who migrated to the area.
The nearby ethnic groups call them Ca Po, Ko Du, and Pnong Cham (which means the
Cham people in the mountains).

By April 2009, the Chu Ru community in Viét Nam had 19,314 people. Particularly,
the Central Highlands is home to 18,656, accounting for more than 90 per cent of the Chu
Ru. The Chu Ru people live mainly in the eastern part of Lam Bong Province, with the rest
residing in western areas of Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan provinces.

In Lam Dbng, the Chu Ru are close neighbors with the Co Ho and the Ma. In Ninh
Thuan and Binh Thuan, they are neighbors of the Cham and the Raglai. The population
distribution area of the Chu Ru is also very close so they can easily contact the Vietnam-
ese. The Chu Ru are a united community for language and culture, and do not have local
groups. Particularly the Chu Ru in Lac Xuan Commune, Don Duong Districtin Lam Dong
live closely to the neighboring Coho, and they have close ties with the Coho in terms of
ethnicity, so they speak the Coho language of the Mon — Khmer language group.

So far, it is unknown when the populations speaking the Cham language separated
from their original community and left the coastal central area to go to the western high-
lands, and implicitly became the Chu Ru. It is likely that process took place during the 15th
century to the 17th century, with the Champa dynasty receding to the area from the south
of Da Rang River to Phan Rang. It is also unclear when the majority of the Chu Ru ethnic
group gathered in the Dran valley on the Lang Bian Plateau (Lam Vien Plateau) in Don

Duong District, Lam Dong Province today.
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Lang Biang (cao nguyén Lam Vién) thude dja phin huyen Don Duomg, tinh Lam
Dong ngay nay

Thung ling Dran 1a non ¢o dja hinh twong d61 bang phang, rat thudn lon cho v TS
lam rudng lua nuoc, von la truyén thong lau din cua ho. Phia tdy dia ban nay tcp
21ap Vo vung rimg nii diép trung va 1a lanh tho toe nguon Co Ho. Phia dong la vung
lanh tho ¢ nguom Raglai. Cu dan Raglai va Chu Ru, d¢u la nhimg cong dong ¢o
quan h¢ mat thict von nguon Cham o nam Trung Bo.

O vung giap ranh gitra Die Trong va Don Duong, tu cu mot nhom Chu Ru con
duoc gor la Noang hay Loang, ¢6 trinh d§ kinh té - xa hoi phat trién hon cac nhom
khac. Tén goir nay cho thiy, ho von la nhém La Oang (hay Hoang) cua 10¢ nguo
Raglai da hoi nhap vao cong dong Chu Ru so tai.

Bire tranh toan canh vé “lanh tho toc ngudi” cua cong dong Chu Ru tuy khong
duoc thudn nhat vi ¢o su dan xen véi nhimng budn lang cua mot s6 to¢ nguon khac,
nhat la trong boi canh mai tir sau 1975; nhung ving cu tri cua ho van duoc hién tue
trén mot binh dién va ¢6 ranh gidi twong ddi rd rang.

Toe nguot Chu Ru hinh thanh trong bdi canh cac tricu dai cua viuong quoc Cham
Pa ké tuc nhau cam quyén cung voi viée diy manh chién tranh (gianh dat va chiem
doat tai san, nd 1&) voi cac qude gia lang giéng, nhat 1a nhimg cude chién hiu nhu
khong ngoi nghi gitra Cham Pa vai Phu Nam va vai cac b lac o phia tay.

Lich sur cac toc ngudi o cao nguyén mién Trung cho thiy da ¢6 nhi¢u nguyén
nhin din dén qua trinh hoi nhap hay chia tach, phan ly to¢ ngudi, do ciing la mot
hién tugng pho bién trong cac xa hdi xua.

Nyun

G(Q 9uou
: [10]



Dran valley has relatively flat terrain, very favorable for wel rnice farming. which is the
Chu Ru's tradiion. The western part of this region borders mountains and is the territory of
the Coho To the east is the ternitory of the Raglai. The Raglai and the Chu Ru communities
have close links with the Cham people in southern part of Central Vietnam

In the border area between Duc Trong and Don Duong, there lives a Chu Ru group
called Noang or Loang, that has economic - social development better than other groups
As this name suggests, they were originally the La Oang (or Hoang) group of the Ragla:
people, which has integrated into the host Chu Ru ethnic community.

The panorama of “ethnic territory” of the Chu Ru community is not homogeneous
because there is an overlap with the villages of some other ethnic groups. especially in
the new situation after 1975. But their habitat has been constant on a plane and has a
relatively clear boundary.

The Chu Ru ethnic groups formed during the time when the reigns of the Champa
kingdom succeeded each other to rule, together with the wars (for land and appropration
of property, slaves) with neighboring countries, especially the almost incessant wars be-
tween the Champa and Phu Nam and with the tribes in the west.

The history of the ethnic groups in the Central Highlands showed there were many
reasons for the integration or separation of the ethnic groups, which is also a common
phenomenon in these ancient societies.
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BAN DO VUNG CU TRU CUA NGUOI CHU RU
MAP OF THE CHU RU'S RESIDENTIAL AREAS

Cén Béo

Vang co nhiéu ngua
Chu Ru sinh séng

Residential areas
of the Chu Ru
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l‘.Frong xa hoi co truyén, don vi cu tru, cting la don vi kinh té, xa hoi duy nhat
cua nguoi Chu Ru goi la plei (lang) - D6 1a nhimg t6 chire ty quan. Pham vi méj
lang bao gém: dit tho cu, dit canh tic nong nghiép, bén nude ding trong sinh hoat,
bai co dé chan tha gia sic, khu rimg dé san ban - hai lugm, rimg cam o dau nguon,
pham vi song sudi - dam ho dé danh bat thuy san va mot nghia dia chung. Dua vao
dia hinh, giira cac lang déu c6 moc gioi tu nhién nhu: bo song - sudi, bia rimg, go dat
cao, tang da 16n hodc cay ¢ thu. Nhimg moc gidi ay duge cac chu lang xung quanh
thira nhan va moi nguoi ton trong nhur luat tuc. Moi plei thuang c6 dién tich khoang
tir 4 dén 6 km>.

Lang Chu Ru la mét cong xa nong thon bao gom mét sé dong ho khac nhau va
ca mot s6 gia dinh khac toe nhu Raglai, Co Ho, trong do ¢6 thé c6 mot dong ho goc
cua nguoi Chu Ru la dau vét cua mot cong xa thi toc xua.

Nhimng ngudi dan ong trong do tudi tir 45 tro 1én, ¢o sirc khoe tot, nhanh nhen,
thao vat, biét “an noi”, ¢o uy tin voi dan lang, c¢o kinh nghiém trong san xuét va am
tuong lich sur, phong tuc - tip quan cua cong dong, mac nhién tro thanh gia lang
(Tha Plei).

Vi gia lang c6 uy tin nhat dugc bau lam chu lang (Pé Plei) dé lo toan va diéu
hanh moi cong viéc chung. Tu van va ho trg cho chu lang la cac gia lang khac. Mot
chire trach quan trong nira la Truong thuy (Po Ea), chirc nay co6 hai ngudi phu giup
cting dugc bau trong s6 cac gia lang ¢6 uy tin dé cham lo viée tudi tiéu cho dong
ruéng. Moi lang déu co6 mot ong thay cing (mdjao) - kiém viée chira bénh va mot
hoac hai ba Mu Vuon (Mo Boai) gitp viée ho sinh. Thay cung va Mu Vuon khong
qua bau cur, chu yéu do nang luc va su tin nhiém cua dan lang.
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l n their traditional society, the residential unit as well as the only socio-economic
unit of the Chu Ru is called the plei (village). This is a self-managing organization The
scope of each village includes residential land, agricultural land, a water source, grass
for grazing cattle, forests for hunting and gathering fruits, a forbidden forest in the upper
source, rivers, streams, lakes for fishing and a common cemetery. Based on the terrain.
the villages have natural boundaries such as rivers, streams, forests, high mounds, large
boulders or big trees. These landmarks are acknowledged by other villages, and people
respect them like customary law. Each plei typically covers about 4 to 6 sq.km.

A Chu Ru village is a rural commune that includes several different clans and even
some families of different ethnicities such as Raglai, Coho. Among them, an original clan
of the Chu Ru are perhaps traces of an ancient clan society.

The men aged 45 or older, with good health, agility, resourcefulness, persuasive-
ness and reputation, who have working experience and knowledge about history, tradi-
tions and practices of the community, can implicitly become the village elders (Tha Plei).

The most prestigious village elder would be elected the village owner (Po Plei) to
operate all common tasks. The other elders advise and support him. Another important
authority is Po Ea (irrigation chief). This man has two helpers, also elected from the
reputed village elders to take care of irrigaion works. Each village has a shaman (mdjao)
for healing diseases, and one or two midwives (Mo Boai). The shaman and midwives are
selected mainly due to their ability and credibility among the villagers.

The Chu Ru society operates following their ancient customs and habits. In tra-
ditional society, each large matriarchal family lives in a house on stilts with two roofs.
made of wood, bamboo, thatched with reeds. From about the mid-twentieth century till
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