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O@Oì8HÀXUATBÀN

ung cac toc ngu«'l Chàm, (ha Rat, vii Ra Glai, Chu Ru là mot

nam cong dòng nguOt nol ngòn ngù Nam Dao, nhòm Malayò - Pòlinèdi tren lành thô

Viêt Nam. V'òn là mot bé ph;in d.in cu cua Vuong quoc Chàm Pa dai, ctr tril vung

khò han sen biën nuèn Trung. ngtròi Chu Ru dà tirng beroc di dlii lèn mièn nùi Nam

Tày Nguyen sa d'nh cu làu dàl O do. Tèn gei Chu Ru: nhüng ngtròi "xâm dàt" cùng bàt

nguôn tu dày. Dén nay, dai bé ph;in ngtrbi Chu Ru dà ctr t!) tap trung tren cao nguyèn

I-àrn Vièn. phia dòng tinh Lim Dông, chi con khoàng durOi 10% dàn sò van sinh song

O khu vsrc Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan.

Nguòi Chu Ru d!nh ctr. dinh canh tròng lùa ntrôc là chinh. Viêc sàn bàn, hâi Itrqrn

van con là hoat dong thuòng xuyèn. Dông bào cùng biêt dan lât câc dô dùng gia dinh

bang miy tre. tg ren cac cong cu san xuât và cic làng nôi tiêng vé nghè gom, nghè

dûc nhàn bac. Trong Sinh hoat, nguòi Chu Ru vàn bao ton nét van héa truyên thòng tin

ngtRmg nguyèn thuy véi nièm tin ton giâo "van vat htu linh". DOC biet, tuc b,ât chòng
là net van hOa dOc dào cho dén nay van durqc duy tri O toc ngtròi này.

Dé gOp phàn bào ton, gin git và phât huy bàn sac van hÔa dân toc cùng là bô sung

vào sach anh 54 dân toc Viêt Nam, Nhà xuât bàn Thông tin biën soan xuàt bàn
cuôn Sich anh "Nguòi Chu Ru Viêt Nam". Qua nhÜrng hinh ành phàn ânh tren nhièu
phtrung dien tir nguôn gôc và phân bô dân ctr, buôn làng, nhà (j, nguon song, trang
phuc, Ié hOi cho dén phong tuc tap quân, cuôn sâch se phàn nào khàc hea nét vàn hOa
sinh dong, dOc dio (j toc ngtròi Chu Ru, kê ca dâu an tir câc dom dài trong lich str rnà
ho dà kinh qua.

Hy vong cuôn Sich sè cung càp thông tin, ter liëu bes ich và IS' thû cho dOc già.
Xin trân trong gi(ii thièu cuôn Sich cùng ban (loc.
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long with the ethnic Cham, Gia Rai, E De and Ra Glai peoples, the Chu Ru are
one of five communities speaking the Austronesian language (of the Malayo - Polyne-
Sian language group) in the territory of Vietnam. The Chu Ru were originally a residential
part of the ancient Champa Kingdom, residing in the arid region in the Central Coast of
Vietnam. They have gradually moved to the southern mountains area of the Central High-
lands and permanently settled here.

The name "Chu Ru", which means the "land invaders" also originated there. To date,
the majority of the Chu Ru have resided in Lam Vien Plateau in the eastern part of Lam
Dong Province. Only about 10% of them still live in Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan provinces.

The Chu Ru settled and mainly grow wet rice. Hunting and gathering remain regular
activities. They know how to make household appliances from rattan and bamboo and
forge production tools. They have famous villages of pottery and silver casting crafts.
In daily life, the Chu Ru still preserve cultural traditions of primitive beliefs, with religious
belief of "animism". Especially, their unique custom of catching a husband is still being

To preserve and promote the national cultural identities as well as continue the series
of pictorial books about the 54 ethnic groups of Vietnam, the Vietnam News Agency
Publishing House has compiled the pictorial book "The Chu Ru in Vietnam". Through
the images that reflect many aspects, from the origin and distribution of population, the
villages, the means of subistence, clothes, festivals to customs, the book will portray the
lively and unique culture of the Chu Ru ethnic group, including the milestones in history
that they have experienced,

We hope the book will provide useful and interesting information to readers.
We sincerely hope that you enjoy reading the book.

VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY PUBLISHING HOUSE
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guròi Chu Ru Viêt Nam còn durqc Viêt và goi là Cru hay Cho Ru, Chau,

Kru. Câc tèn goi này dêu cé nghïa là "xâm dât"- chi ctr dân tir noi khâc di dòi dên

noi so toi. Nhùng toc ngtròi can ctr lai goi ho là Ca Dô, Ka Du, Pnông Chàm (nguòi

Chàm miên nüi).

Cho dên thâng 4-2009, cong dông ngtròi Chu Ru Viêt Nam dà cé 19.314

nhân khâu. Riêng Pham vi Tây Nguyên, con sô lên dên 18.656 nguòi, chiêm trên

900 0 dân sô Chu Ru. Nguròi Chu Ru Sinh sông chil yêu phia dông tinh Lâm Dông,

sô còn lai ctr tril miên tây hai tinh Ninh Thuân và Binh Thuân.

Trên dât Lâm Dông, ngtròi Chu Ru là ling giêng gân gùi Véi nguòi Co Ho, ngu&i

Ma. Tai Ninh Thuân, Binh Thuân, ho là lâng giêng cùa ngtròi Châm và Raglai. Dia

bàn phân bô dân ctr cua ngtr&i Chu Ru cùng rât gân và dè dàng tiêp xüc ngtròi

Viêt. Vê co bân, ngtròi Chu Ru là mot cong dông ngôn ngù - vàn héa thông nhât,

chura hinh thành câc nhôm dia phtrong. Riêng nhôm Chu Ru xà Lac Xuân, phia

dông huyèn Don Durcyng (Lâm Dông) sông kê can Véi ngtròi Co Ho, cé quan hè mât

thiêt Véi nhôm Co Ho ling giêng vê mat toc ngtròi nén ho néi theo tiêng Co Ho

thuOc nhôm ngôn ngù Môn - Khome, dông Nam A.

Cho dên nay, vân chura biêt dtrqc thòi gian nào nhôm ctr dân nôi ngôn ngù Chàm

dà phân ly Véi cong dông gôc cùa minh, già tù khu urc ven biên miên Trung, di lên

cao nguyên miên Tây, mac nhiên tro thành ngtròi Chu Ru. Rât cé thê qua trinh ây

dièn ra trong khoàng thê kS' XV dên thê kS' XVII, cùng Véi qui trinh vtrung triêu

Chàm Pa lui dân vê phia nam sông Dà Râng cho dên Phan Rang. Cùng chura rô tir

bao giò, dai bè phan toc ngtròi Chu Ru tap trung thung lùng Dran trên cao nguyên
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he Chu Ru people in Viet Nam have been called Cru, Cho Ru, Chau, and Kru.

These names mean "migrators" — or residents from elsewhere who migrated to the area.

The nearby ethnic groups call them Ca Do, Ko Du, and Pnong Cham (which means the

Cham people in the mountains).

By April 2009, the Chu Ru community in Viet Nam had 19,314 people. Particularly.

the Central Highlands is home to 18,656, accounting for more than 90 per cent of the Chu

Ru. The Chu Ru people live mainly in the eastern part of Lam Dong Province, with the rest

residing in western areas of Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan provinces.

In Låm Dbng, the Chu Ru are close neighbors with the Co Ho and the Me. In Ninh

Thuan and Binh Thuan, they are neighbors of the Cham and the Raglai. The population

distribution area of the Chu Ru is also very close so they can easily contact the Vietnam-

ese. The Chu Ru are a united community for language and culture, and do not have local

groups. Particularly the Chu Ru in Lac Xuan Commune, Don Duong District in Lam Dong

live closely to the neighboring Coho, and they have close ties with the Coho in terms of

ethnicity, so they speak the Coho language of the Mon — Khmer language group.

So far, it is unknown when the populations speaking the Cham language separated

from their original community and left the coastal central area to go to the western high-

lands, and implicitly became the Chu Ru. It is likely that process took place during the 15th

century to the 17th century, with the Champa dynasty receding to the area from the south

of Da Rang River to Phan Rang. It is also unclear when the majority of the Chu Ru ethnic

group gathered in the Dran valley on the Lang Bian Plateau (Lam Vien Plateau) in Don

Duong District, Lam Dong Province today.
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Blang (cao nguyèn Lim Vién) thuoe• d'a phan huyen Don Duong. tjnh [Arn

Dông ngày nay.

Thung lùng Dran là nen d'a hinh tuong dòl bang phàng. ràt thuan len cho v.èc

lam ruong lûa nuoc. van la truyèn théng liu cua ho. Phia tày d'a ban này tièp

gtap vung rung niii dièp trüng va là lành thé toc ngtròl ('0110. Phia dông là vung

lành thé toc nguot Raglal. Cu dàn Raglat và Chu Ru, dèu là nhùng cong dông

quan hé mat thlèt ven nguòi Cham O nam Trung BO.

O vung giàp ranh gita Duc Trong và Don Duong, tu ctr mot nhom Chu Ru con

duçyc gel là Soang hay Loang, co trinh dé kinh té - xà hOi phàt trièn hon cac nhom

khac. Tèn gel này cho thày, ho vôn là nhôm La Oang (hay Hoang) cua toc ngu€'l

Raglat dà hç3i nhàp vào cong dông Chu Ru so toi.

Blic tranh toàn canh vè "lành thò toc ngtr('yi" cua cong dông Chu Ru tuy không

duroc thuàn nhàt vi cô su dan xen vôi nhùng buòn làng cua mot sô toc nguoi khàc,

nhàt là trong bòi canh rn&i tir sau 1975; nhtrng vùng ctr tril cua ho vàn durqc lièn tuc

trèn mot binh dièn và cô ranh gidi ttrong dòi ro ràng.

TOC nguòi Chu Ru hinh thành trong bôi canh câc trièu dai cua vtrong quôc Cham

Pa kè tuc nhau câm quyèn cùng vûi vièc dây manh chiên tranh (giành dàt va chlèm

doat tài san, nô lè) vôi Cic quôc gia lâng giêng, nhàt là nhùng cuoc chièn hàu nhtr

không ngoi nghi giùa Châm Pa véri Phù Nam và vôi câc bè lac o phia tày.

Lich sur cic toc ngtròi o cao nguyên miên Trung cho thày dà cé nhlèu nguyèn

nhân dàn dén quâ trinh hOi nhôp hay chia tâch, phàn ly toc ngtròi, dé cùng là mot

hièn turqng phô bien trong cac xà hOi xcra.



Oran valley has relatively fiat terrain, very favorable for wet nce farmjng, which ts the

Chu Ru' tradition. The westem part of this region borders mountajns and ts the terntory of

the Coho, To the east IS the terntory of the Raglai. The Raglai and the Chu Ru communities

have close links With the Cham people in southern part of Central Vietnam

In the border area between Duc Trong and Don Duong, there Ijves a Chu Ru group

called Noang or Loang, that has economic - social development better than other groups

As this name suggests, they were originally the La Oang (or Hoang) group of the Ragla

people, which has integrated into the host Chu Ru ethnic community

The panorama of "ethnic territory" of the Chu Ru community is not homogeneous,

because there is an overlap with the villages of some other ethnic groups. espeaalty In

the new situation after 1975. But their habitat has been constant on a plane and has a

relatively clear boundary.

The Chu Ru ethnic groups formed during the time when the reigns of the Champa

kingdom succeeded each other to rule, together with the wars (for land and appropnatjon

of property, slaves) with neighboring countries, especially the almost incessant wars be-

tween the Champa and Phu Nam and with the tribes in the west.

The history of the ethnic groups in the Central Highlands showed there were many

reasons for the integration or separation of the ethnic groups, which is also a common

phenomenon in these ancient societies.

The in Viet Nam
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rong xä höi co truyén, don vi ctr trü, cüng lå don vi kinh té, xä höi duy nhåt
cüa ngtröi Chu Ru goi lå Plei (lång) - DO lå nhÜrng to cht•rc tv quån. Pham vi möi
lång bao göm: dåt thö ctr, dåt canh tåc nong nghiép, bén ntr6c ding trong Sinh hoot,
bäi co dé chän thå gia soc, khu rirng dé sän bän - håi ltrqm, rirng cam o dåu nguön,

Pham vi song suöi - dåm hö dé dånh båt thuy sån vå mét nghia dia Chung. Dva våo
dia hinh, giüa cåc lång déu co möc gibi tv nhién nhtr: bO song - suöi, bia rirng, go dåt
cao, tång då Ibn hoac cåy cö thu. NhÜrng möc giOi åy dtrqc cåc chü lång xung quanh

thira nhön vå moi ngtrOi ton trong nhtr luat tuc. Möi Plei thuöng co dien tich khoang

tir 4 dén 6 km2.

Lång Chu Ru lå mot cong xä nong thön bao göm mét sö döng ho khåc nhau vå

cå mot sö gia dinh khåc toc nhtr Raglai, Co Ho, trong db co thé co mét döng ho göc

cüa ngu&i Chu Ru lå dåu vét cüa mot cong xä thi toc xua.

Nhüng ngtröi dån Ong trong dö tuöi tir 45 tro lén, co sirc khoe tot, nhanh nhen,

thåo våt, biét "än nöi", co uy tin v6i dån lång, co kinh nghiém trong san xuåt vå am

tubng lich sir, phong tuc - tap quån Clia cong döng, mac nhién tro thånh giå lång

(Tha Plei).

Vi giå lång co uy tin nhåt dtrqc båu låm chu lång (Pö Plei) dé 10 toan vå diéu

hånh moi cong viéc Chung. Ttr van vå hd tro cho chil lång lå cåc giå lång khåc. Mét

chirc tråch quan treng nÜra lå TruOng thuy (Pö Ea), chirc nåy co hai ngtrOi phy giüp

cüng dtrqc båu trong sö cåc giå lång co uy tin dé chäm 10 viéc ttröi tiéu cho döng

ruöng. Möi lång déu co mét Ong thåy cüng (mdjao) - kiém viéc chüa bénh vå mét

hoac hai bå Mu Vtrön (Mp Boai) giüp viéc hö sinh. Thåy cüng vå My Vtr&n khöng

qua båu cti, chil yéu do näng luc vå sv tin nhiém cua dån lång.

NguOi
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n their traditional soctety. the residential unit as well as the only socjo-economjc
unit of the Chu Ru is called the Plei (village). This is a self-managing organization. The
scope of each village includes residential land, agricultural land, a water source. grass
for grazing cattle, forests for hunting and gathering fruits, a forbidden forest in the upper
source, rivers, streams, lakes for fishing and a common cemetery. Based on the terratn.
the villages have natural boundaries such as rivers, streams, forests, high mounds. large
boulders or big trees. These landmarks are acknowledged by other villages. and people
respect them like customary law. Each Plei typically covers about 4 to 6 sq.km.

A Chu Ru village is a rural commune that includes several different clans and even
some families of different ethnicities such as Raglai. Coho. Among them, an original clan
of the Chu Ru are perhaps traces of an ancient clan society.

The men aged 45 or older, with good health, agility, resourcefulness, persuasive-
ness and reputation, who have working experience and knowledge about history, tradi-
tions and practices of the community, can implicitly become the village elders (Tha Plei).

The most prestigious village elder would be elected the village owner (PO Plei) to
operate all common tasks. The other elders advise and support him. Another important
authority is PO Ea (irrigation chief). This man has two helpers, also elected from the
reputed village elders to take care of irrigaion works. Each village has a shaman (mdjao)
for healing diseases, and one or two midwives (MO Boai). The shaman and midwives are
selected mainly due to their ability and credibility among the villagers.

The Chu Ru society operates following their ancient customs and habits. In tra-
ditional society, each large matriarchal family lives in a house on stilts with two roofs,
made of wood, bamboo, thatched with reeds. From about the mid-twentieth century till
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Kim Anh
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